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SUBJECT: WCL VISIT TO MADRID 

REF: MADRID 2186 

1 . THE MARCH 21-26 VISIT TO MADRID OF WCL GENERAL SECRETARY 
JAN KULAKOWSKI HAS UNTIL NOW OCCASIONED ONLY TWO BRIEF 
NEWS ITEMS (MARCH 26) IN EL PAIS AND DIARIO 16. THE FIRST 
ACCOUNT STATED THAT KULAKOWSKI WAS HERE TO "INFORM HIMSELF 
ON THE TRADE UNION AND SOCIAL REALITIES OF SPAIN. NOTING 
THAT THE WCL LEADER HAD MET WITH LEADER OF THE BASQUE STV. 

THE CATALAN, SOC, THE SOCIALIST UGT. AND OTHER DEMOCRATIC 
TRADE UNIONS, AS WELL AS WITH OPPOSITION POLITICAL LEADERS 
INCLUDING FELIPE GONZALEZ (PSOE) AND JAQUIN RUIZ GIMENEZ 
(IZQUIERDA DEMOCRATICA). DIARO 16 QUOTED KULAKOWSKI AS 
STATING THAT " IT IS NOT DESIRABLE FOR SPAIN THAT THERE BE 
CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONS HERE I UNDERSTAND THAT THEY HAVE 
NO MEANING FOR LACK OF TRADITION IN THIS COUNTRY AND THAT 
FURTHER MORE THEY WOULD BE A SOURCE OF CONFUSION". 

KULAKOWSKI ALSO SAID THAT SPANISH DEMOCRACY WOULD NEED 
STRONG AND DEMOCRAIC TRADE UNIONISM AS AN ELEMENT OF 
STABILITY: " A STABLE DEMOCRACY IS NOT POSSIBLE WITH WEAK 
TRADE UNIONISM. 
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2. STB VICE PRESIDENT JOSE LEUNDA COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS TO 
LABATT ON MARCH 26. HE HAD MET WITH KULAKOWSKI WHO HAD 
BEEN MOST ANXIOUS THAT STV REMAIN AFFILIATED WITH WCL. FOR 
TIME BEING, THEREFORE STV WOULD KEEP IT DOUBLE AFFILIATION 
WITH ICFTU AND WCL. ACCORIING TO KULAKOWSKI THE WCL WAS 
NOT INTERESTED IN SUPPORTING A CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
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TRADE UNION ALTERNATIVE IN SPAIN. NOR WAS IT FOR THE MOMENT 
TRYING TO PRESSURE THE CHRITAIN SOCIALIST USO (WHICH HAS 
BEEN KEPT OUT OF THE ICFTU BY THE UGT) INTO JOINING THE WCL 
IN ADDITION TO THE UNIONS MENTIONED IN THE PRESS. LEUNDA 
SAID THAT KULAKOWSKI HAD ALSO MET WITH THE COMMUNIST DOMINATED 
SWC, AND THE ANARCHO SYNDICAL CNT. HE WAS STILL OF THE 
IMPRESSION THAT WCL WAS "COURTING " USO . 

3. ALTHOUGH KULAKOWSKI MET WITH THE UGT MARCH 25, SUPPOSEDLY 
TO PUBLICLY SET THE RECROD STRAIGHT REGARDING ITS ALLEGED 
ROLE IN CONFIRMING A FALS STORY INVOLVING IRVING BROWN 
OTTO KERSTEN (ICFTU) AND SYNDICAL RELATIONS MINISTER DE LA 
MATA (REFTEL) NO SUCH CLARIFYING STATEMENT HAS YET APPEARED 
IN THE PRESS. .EATON 
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